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Images of the four directional deities, Genbu,
Seiryt, Suzaku, and Byakko, constellations (astro-
nomic charts), and the 12 animals of the Eastern
zodiac are drawn in the murals of the Kitora tomb.
Among these, Byakko is the guardian deity of the
west and thus depicted in the center of the western
wall. In contrast with the same figure at the Takamat-
suzuka tomb and in many depictions on the conti-
nent, in which Byakko faces south, the north-facing
Byakko image of the Kitora tomb is highly singular.
Because the stucco of the Kitora murals was peeling
away from the stone walls of the burial chamber and
greatly at risk of collapsing, their removal together
with the stucco layer was conducted from 2004 to
2010.
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