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Buddha Statues Urﬁearthecl: The i1thand 12th investigations
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We carried out archaeological excavations at
the area in front of the Buddha’s throne on the
western part of the Buddhist Terrace of the
Western Prasat Top in the 11th investigation in
May and the 12th investigation in August, 2010, in
order to examine the structure of the Buddha’s
throne. Accidentally, some parts of Buddha
statue’s head and its halo were unearthed in the
11th investigation. A pottery associated with the
statue contained a bronze ring, a glass bead, some
gold leaves, and an anonymous silver artifact. In
the 12th investigation, a small statue of Buddha
sitting on Naga was recovered, with some
charcoals scattered around the statue. These
statues are likely to belong to the Post-Bayon
style (around the 13th century). Although the
reason why these Buddha statues were buried
inside the Buddhist Terrace is not cleared, these
findings will provide an important key to
understand the history of Western Prasat Top. In
addition, the charcoals associated with the statue
were collected and send to a laboratory for
radiocarbon dating.
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Unearthed Buddha’s head (upper left) and the parts of Buddha’s halo (center)
in the 11th investigation

The head was face-down when discovered
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Excavated area on the Buddhist Terrace in the 12th investigation (from the
southwest)
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Artifacts recovered from the inside of the
pottery associated with the Buddha statue
in the 11th investigation

A bronze ring, a glass bead, some gold leaves,
and an anonymous silver artifact
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Unearthed Buddha’s head in the 11th investigation Unearthed Buddha’s statue in the 12th investigation




