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Fragments of Buddha statues placed on the top
of stupa at a terrace temple in Angkor Thom
According to informants from local community,
these statues were uncovered when the terrace
temple was reconstructed

In total two Buddha statues were unearthed in our
recent investigations. In addition, one Buddha statue
with two attendants was uncovered associated with
scattered charcoals in the 2nd investigation in 2004.
These buried Buddha statues reminds us of the
discovery of broken 274 Buddha statues at Banteay
Kdei. Professor Yoshiaki Ishizawa, the leader of
Sophia University research team at Banteay Kdei,
has proposed a theory that this was an evidence of
iconoclasm after the reign of Jayavarman VII. The
beheaded Buddha statue recovered from our
excavation also suggests the situation of iconoclasm.

However, the existences of the associated pottery
containing treasures and the scattered charcoals
imply that some ritual practices were performed
when the statues were buried in Western Prasat Top.
Especially, the contents of buried treasures were
similar to ritual objects buried under foundation of a
temple.

In the case of Banteay Kdei, it has been pointed out
that the Buddha statues were buried in a courteous
manner. This suggests a complicated background
behind the iconoclasm. Our discovery in Western
Prasat Top will also provide a clue to reveal the
historical background for burying Buddha statues.
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Buddha statue with two attendants recovered at
the 2nd investigation in 2004




