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Abstract: In February 2010, “Cultural landscape in Kanazawa.
Tradition and culture in the castle town.” was selected as an
Important Cultural Landscape. Since the selected site includes
the bustling downtown area around the remains of Kanazawa
Castle, Kanazawa is in a state where it is a Historical City
while also being very active as a modern city. For this reason,
Kanazawa City, aspiring to a more desirable cultural landscape
for the future, has formulated a plan to preserve and maintain
important cultural landscapes in the city.

In this plan, what are considered to be the main issues
significantly affecting cultural landscapes have been grouped
into the following three categories: (1) succession of the
city structure, (2) succession of lifestyles/occupations and
neighborhoods, and (3) preservation and utilization of the city’s
architecture. For each issue, concrete measures will be put in
place and short-term, medium-term, and long-term schedules will
be incorporated with the aim of preserving cultural landscapes.

Every city has its own region-specific culture and unique
landscapes that have been created by the people of that
culture. It is believed that by finding the value in what is in
the background of a landscape and positioning it as a cultural
landscape, local people will become more landscape-conscious
and the landscape itself will become more attractive. Under the
preservation and maintenance plan, it is important that cultural
landscapes in urban areas continue to steadily promote this
belief, and it is expected that a city’s value will be enhanced

through this process.
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