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Excavation of the basement of the Southern
Sanctuary, Western Prasat Top
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At the stage of the project where the
dismantling of the lower base of the Southern
Sanctuary was completed and the top surface of
the basement lay exposed, lines of stones were
discovered as shown in the photo at right. The
lines were arranged in the shape of a cross as
though to divide the basement into four
compartments, with two more lines in the north-
south  direction inside the southwest
compartment and another north-south line in
the southeast compartment. They consisted of
both sandstone and laterite elements, and
included an element diverted from a sculpture of
an old woman in the east-west line of stones (see
relevant article in Newsletter No. 9, March 2014).

To further

meaning of these stone lines, sub-trenches (T1,

investigate the function and

T2) were dug in the north-south direction for a
trial excavation. As a result, it was found that
the stone lines were not installed on the bottom
of the basement, but at a height roughly 60cm
above the bottom.

Although it is difficult to ascertain the purpose
of the stone lines, their location above the bottom
that,
functional perspective, they could not have been

of the foundation suggests from a
a structural component to support the upper
structure of the sanctuary. Among other
possibilities include their use as soil retaining
stones when filling the inside of the foundation
with sand, or as north, south, east and west
reference lines, but any conclusion shall be made
after acquiring more similar examples.

In the recent dismantling and restoration
work, the lines of stones are planned to be
backfilled without

covered with consolidated soil before proceeding

dismantling them and

to the rebuilding of the upper structure. By doing
could be
preserved until future advancements in research

so, the underground structure

are made.
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The lines of stones inside the basement are uncovered clearly after the total dismantling of the lower base of the Southern
Sanctuary (from the southwest)
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Cross-section (above) and plane view (below) of

the lines of stones inside the basement at the
£ sub-trench of T1 and T2
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Plane view of the lines of stones inside the basement of
the Southern Sanctuary
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