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“Heijokyl daidairi tsubowari zukd”
[Map of the layout of the Nara capital] (portion)
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“Unebiyama no zu” [Drawing of Mt. Unebi]

Topics:
Important Cultural Properties
Designation Commemorative Exhibit:

Mokkan from the Imperial Food Service Remains and
Archives of Kitaura Sadamasa

Materials in the Institute's holdings, designated Important
Cultural Properties in May 2003, were on display from March
2-14 of 2004.

Mokkan (wooden documents) excavated in 1961 from the
presumed site of the Imperial Food Service within the Nara
palace are noteworthy as the first cache of such materials to be
unearthed. Nine items were included in the display, beginning
with an order (for adzuki beans and other foodstuffs) made in
the Tenpyo Shoho era (749-756) from Hokkeji temple, where
the Retired Empress Koken was staying.

Kitaura Sadamasa (1817-1871) was a scholar active at the
end of the Edo period who studied the capital sites, imperial
tombs, and jori (ancient field) system of Yamato, and is
especially known as the pioneer of research on the Nara capital
site. Eleven items from his archives were displayed. “Matsu
no ochiba” [Fallen pine needles] is a set of five field
notebooks containing detailed information on place names,
topography, and distances. “Tenpyojaku” [Tenpyo era
rulers] consists of three replicas of rulers based on
examinations of rulers held by Todaiji and Horyuji temples
that were transmitted from the ancient period. “Heijokyu
daidairi tsubowari zuko” [Map of the layout of the Nara
capital] is a reconstruction of the ancient Nara capital. The
modern landscape is drawn in black, and reconstructions of the
ancient street grid and place names are in red. “Unebiyama
no zu” [Drawing of Mt. Unebi], depicting the general area of
Emperor Jimmu's mausoleum, shows the three locations
regarded at the time as possible candidates for Jimmu's tomb.

“Gakiwan zu” [Ceramic bowl drawing] depicts pottery
recovered during the repairs made at the site finally designated
as Jimmu's tomb. e
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Mokkan (wooden documents) from the presumed site
of the Imperial Food Service



