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Excavation in the southwest block of East First Ward on Seventh Street,
Fujiwara capital site
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Wooden tablets used by theMinistry of Imparial Affairs,

Topic:
Excavations Conducted in 2001

A total of thirty-five excavations were carried out during the
Institute’s first year operating as an independent administrative
institution. Among the highlights were the discovery, in the East
First Ward on Seventh Street area of the Fujiwara capital site, of
wooden tablets used by the Ministry of Imperial Affairs, and the
clarification of the original state of the Central Main Hall at
Kofukuji temple. The Ministry of Imperial Affairs was one of the
most influential of the administrative offices known collectively as
the “two Councils and eight Ministries” established under the Taiho
legal code in 701, the first years of the Taiho era. The tablets bear
dates written as the “first year of Taiho” and “second year of Taiho,”
and are of great value as archaeologically recovered materials
contemporary with the Taiho legal order, which help to verify its
establishment. Kofukuji was a clan temple of the Fujiwara family,
and also representative of the major temples of the Nara capital.
That its Central Main Hall was on a scale equal to the Imperial
Audience Hall of the Nara palace itself brings into sharp relief the
political power of the Fujiwaras.
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Excavation of the Central Main Hall of Kofukuji temple

uncovered from the East First Ward on Seventh Street area
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