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BER=EEEGCHITD Discovery of Ritual Features in the
o State Halls Compound, Fujiwara
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2016 4F 2 1E, RS o FE R (RS R &S 189 k) The 2016 fiscal year saw a tremendous discovery in an excavation at
CRERFERBDHD E L7z oD o -03EE (2513 the Fujiwara palace (Asuka/Fujiwara No. 189). It was the discovery of a

- 5 e 8 o n feature related to ritual banners, at a location just south of the southern
A NEIVIEPN » « PR BEO L ; )
) Bl BHRAERERNOT CH, AREOLES gate of the Imperial Audience Hall Compound, at the northern edge of

< ;
. . . . R the State Halls Compound.
[t H AL ISR EIEAE (701 oL HEIRIZE T, ‘The Shoku Nihongi chronicle records that for the ceremonial New

TAOWERE (BB, H - A, HH - RE - HE - ZRO Year’s greetings to the emperor in the first year of the Taih6 era (701),
PURpE) A TIEM ] GmEEREEM) SV C-ed 0 3, seven banners (representing a crow, the sun and moon, and the four
L5 R L 7 BRI, = 0 7 AR OURIE % 7 C 7258 b directional deities: Seiryt, Suzaku, Byakko, and Genbu) were erected

2 bNEF. SOTEHIAEORT . [Tk, i at the “main gate” (the Imperial Audience Hall Compound’s southern

- et e e e - gate). The recently discovered banner feature is thought to have been for
fii o] Lafoi, HAEREROES & — B2 S the purpose of erecting these seven banners. The New Year’s greetings

NTwET, COERIRER=2—-AIRD T L7 ceremony is described as showing that “the rites of civilization are now
C O ERE L. BEE R L1k FoRMICE complete,” which is broadly understood as a declaration of the comple-
p Y p
NEN IS ZABRA 2T L 510, &3F7 o kEkx tion of the ritsuryd state. The discovery became a major news story.
) . gt N This banner feature has a total of seven large post holes arranged
;ZEEEZZ):% giiéfﬁﬁfigﬁ g gzﬁ%ﬁ?nﬂfgﬁ ; with one lying on the central axis of the Fujiwara palace, and the oth-
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ers forming triangular shapes to its east and west. Reconstructing the
IS HHRERE . BAIARAERE, PEALICKIIE, THE IS ER feature based on the Shoku Nihongi description, the crow banner would
LD ET, be placed in the center, with the sun to its east and moon to its west,

RO R & RO 3 ORI, 2008 4F £ 0 85 153 1Kk then Seiryti and Suzaku to the northeast and southeast, and Genbu and

FAECTCIADIF T E Uiy B il b i & Byakko to the northwest and southwest. .
PR - o . The central post hole and the three to the east had previously been
THIELD LD, SIS T AOWERC D O discovered in excavation No. 153 during the 2008 fiscal year. While the

REMEEZ 2 L U722, MEREE 2 TIZEWZ) TRAT possibility of a relationship with the ritual banners was considered at the
L7z PHRE S8 IR KRRIE CTA LIS & 91T, IR E KR time, as symmetrical placement would result in seven items, it could
B DRI D 7 IO RS0 ST RS, oA not then be confirmed. The possibility remained that seven banners had
HEEDS AT D > 72720, STV D Ty been placed in a straight line in the manner seen in the Latter Imperial

. . . . Audience Hall Compound of the Nara palace, as the inner court of the
TO 20144 - 20154 BICKARIL B IE O 2 & Fujiwara Imperial Audience Hall Compound had yet to be investigated.

BIE LS KM O W B 5 A1 Subsequently, excavations were conducted in the Imperial Audience
HYFHEATL: 20084FEEDE 153 KMETHDIT TV Hall Compound’s inner court in the 2014 and 2015 fiscal years, with no

AR DO OFER E LTERELET A ol features related to banners being found in front of the Imperial Audience
OTF, Hall. Thus the post holes discovered in excavation No. 153 of fiscal 2008

- s . - once again arose as candidates for the banner feature.
TIT, 06FROBIBIRMETIE, 5 153KAAEX Then, in investigation No. 189 of the 2016 fiscal year, an excavation

D3 SHHANHAEX 27T B 153 KA TAHADIF Tk precinct was set up just west of that of excavation No. 153, and investi-
HEROVER DK FALEIZ S FREDIERDPHEIES 5 DD % gation was undertaken to confirm whether similar post holes existed at
TEDOLREE BT L ZOE, FHE Y 5H locations symmetrically opposite those discovered in the previous exca-
EAEROMEI 3 OB A ARRLE LS. ShICk vation. As a result, three large post holes were discovered as expected in

- LR s B 7o 2 [ [ PO symmetrical fashion to those on the eastern side. With this, the banner
?);‘7 ‘;l: L : fg?ﬁﬂ‘i/\i’ 5% Z IR O 25D & feature comprised of seven large post holes came to light.
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) With the continual excavations at the Fujiwara palace State Halls and
JHE D e W A o & KM Bt D REBE Y 72 SE PR AN AT A%, 8 4F Imperial Audience Hall Compounds, the shape of all seven banners was
L7 ROWEFDOL%EHESMILIDTT, clarified over an eight-year period.
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Panoramic view of the investigated area of excavation No. 189 (from Banner features with replicated banners (from the south)
the south)
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