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Main Office Building

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Completed in March 2018, the Main Office
Building is a structure of 11,387 m? total floor space
having two basement levels and four stories above
ground, with an unbroken view of the Nara palace
site from the west.

When excavation was conducted in advance of
construction, it became clear that features of South
First Row Street still survived at the site.

It was decided to preserve these ancient road re-
mains, and along with marking the locations of the
South First Row Street features at the surface, the
main entrance to the Office Building grounds was
positioned directly facing Saeki Gate of the Nara pal-
ace.

An exhibit area has been provided on the first floor
of the Entrance Hall to introduce the results of the
excavation and the recovered artifacts.

The photo was taken from above the Main Office
Building, facing the Former Imperial Audience Hall

to the east.
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