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A Characteristics of the excavated glass beads in 6th ~ 7th centuries
- Focusing on analysis data of the excavated glass beads
from Wangheungsaji and Muryeongwangreung -

Han, Song-I

Abstract: Since ancient times, glass has been used to make a wide variety of objects, including
ornaments, accessories and household goods. In Korea, glass beads are frequently excavated from
ancient tombs as artifacts buried alongside their occupants. Recently, archaeological studies of glass
artifacts dating back to ancient times were carried out, along with ananalysis of their ingredients
from a natural science perspective, making it possible to determine the characteristics of temporal
and spatial changes in ancient glass products made in Korea. This article intends to study the culture
of the relevant periodsby reviewing the results of the analyses of the ingredients of glass beads
excavated from historic sites dating back to the 6th ~ 7th centuries. The objects covered by the
study are glass beads excavated from the Tomb of King Muryeong in Gongju and the Wangheungsa
Temple Site in Buyeo. The glass beads were chosen for analysis because we can trace when they
were used rather accurately, and because they are associated with the ruling class of those times. In
addition, an attempt was made to identify the chemical characteristicsof the glass beads, which are
thought to be relics that signify specific classes of people, with the focus on those used by the people

of the central areas of Baekje during the 6th ~ 7th centuries.

Keywords: Wangheungsa Temple, the Tomb of King Muryeong, Glass beads, Soda glass, Potash

glass
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