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A Study of the Construction Plan of Silla Capital

Hwang In-Ho

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to understand the regularity of city planning and land
division system adapted to systemic improvement of the capital of Silla and to investigate the
changing trend depending on the stages by comparing and analyzing roads and villages/fences
which reflect design and construction of the capital of Silla most. The ancient roads in
Gyeongju are divided into three types including a broad, a middle and a narrow road. The
width of road was likely to be determined depending on the transferring degree of people and
materials, connection with a principal road and positions of circumferential facilities. The
important factor in land division system of the capital city was not the actual width of road but
the road site. Therefore, it is supposed that so-called 'Uniform Division Method' was adapted to
land division system of Gyeongju. Uniform division method means that road and building sites
are divided alternately into uniform sizes with certain directivity. Silla reordered the existing
area instead of constructing new city while introducing castle town system of new concept and
was born again as the systematical capital. It was accomplished gradationally but not
completed all at once in comparison with adjacent countries' capital cities. First of all, the
beginning of the urban plan was achieved based on Hwangryoung Temple during or after
constructing Hwangryoung Temple and used road lot of 60 cheogs and square building site of
400 cheogs as basic unit to divide the area by 460 cheogs in east/west and south/north
direction. The land division system of the second step urban plan used road lot of 40 cheogs
and square building site 440 cheogs as basic unit to divide the area by 460 cheogs in east/west
and south/north direction. This system reduced the width of the road lot and retained the
building land size comparing with the first step. The second step urban improvement meant
the first capital expansion after Bangri system and the period was similar to the northern
palace construction.

Since land division system of the third step urban plan established in 8th centuries
standardized its standard unit as road site of 20 cheogs and square building site of 430 cheogs
from east to west and 330 cheogs from south to north in size adopting partition which divides
to the land by 450 cheogs from east to west and 350 cheogs from south to north, the size and

type of its road site and building site largely changed as compared to the first and second step.
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The fact of step by step escalation in the capital city of Silla can be conformed through the
building method of roads besides changes of land division system and buildings. Fundamental
background of Silla rearranging and reorganizing its capital city into a new structure by
amending the building plan of the capital city several times is to allocate location of building
site and its size differently depending on one's social position and to take excellent effect of
rigid control system, symbolized in a high fence on the out-wall, that Bangri system has as a
political means to strengthen its regality and maintaining its system. However, continued
buildup of regality did not seem to go well in the first place. All of historical evidences that
transfer of the capital was ruined in a planning step, the whole capital region was not fully
organized at a time but on a small scale in the beginning and the final reorganization was

accomplished after the United Silla Dynasty, can be analyzed for the same reason.

keywords : Silla Capital, bangri system, road site, square building site, land division system,

uniform division method
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