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Summary
This volume is the second rcPort On excavations in the precinct of the First

lmperial Audience Hall at ttle Nara Palace site.

The quest tovvard reconstruction of the Nara Palaceア s central portion had already

begun in the mid一 nineteenth century′ with Kitaura Sadamasa′ s〃 He巧。kytt Daidairi

ato tsubowari no zu〃 (Map OF Land Divisions of the Creater lmperial Palace at the Nara

Palace Site)′ whiCh indicated in 1852 the results of his research on the Nara CaPital.

On this lnap′ drawn with extreme accuracy from the perspective of surveying

PreCiSiOn′ an area 8じ力σ square(lC力5=133.l ml cOrresPonding to the remains of the

Nara Palace is outlined with an extra thick red line′ and labeled〃 He巧oky丘
〃
(Nara

Palace)in red.Place names evocative of palace facilitiesァ such as″ Daikokuden′〃

″
Oェliya′

〃and〃Dairi no aliya〃 are clearly marked′ showing that Sadamasa was

cognizant of the location of not only the palace/but also its key components.

Research on the Nara CaPital eXpettenced a hiatus around the tilne of the �【etti

Restoration′ bnt was re― initiated by Sekino Tadashi toward the end of the first

decade of the twentieth century.With regard tO the central PortiOn of the Nara

Palace′ while it was unavoidable for a stage in which research had to stand uPon

the forms of surviving building platforms′ PluS land divisions and PlaCe names′

Sekino developed his understanding of what today have been clarified as the

Second lmperial Audience l■ all and the State Halls Compound of the eastern sector

as the sole precinct oF central Palace facilities.At that point the precirlct of the First

lmperial Audience Hall′ he subiect Of this volumeァ was inferred as possibly the

Nan′en garden seen in historical docullents.1

From the 1960s on/archaeologicalinvestigation of the central portion of he Nara

Palace has been carried out continually by the Nara National Research lnstitute

for Cultural Properties′ and it has been shown that precincts of the State l■ alls

COmPOund existed at two locations′ a central one and another to the east.This

was perceived to be the result of a lnove From the central to the eastern sector′

and they were labeled the〃 First State l■ alls Compound〃 and the〃Second State

Hans comPound′″
While a silnilar understanding forlned Of the″ First lmperial

Donlicile〃 and the〃 Second lmperial Donicile,〃

�【eanwhile′ fronl excavation in 1970 to the north of the〃 First State I― Ialls

Compound′〃
a foundation platform was ascertained having a scale greater than

that of the lmperial Audience Ha■ surviving in the east at a SPOt WhiCh had been

referred to from the past as〃 Daikoku no shiba〃 and″ Daikokuden.〃 As it was

hen recognized that the horizontal dilnensions of the newly discovered PlatfOrm

matched those oF the lmperial Audience Hall which remains atthe site of the Kuni

J95



Palace′ in addition to va■ dating the Sん θた,Ni力θη
=,accoul■

t ofthe lmperial Audience

Hall being lnoved from Nara to Kuni′ the fact of the initial lmperial Audience

Ha■ at Nara standing due north Of the″ First State l■ans CompOund″ was clearly

establshed.

In a 1978 excavation at the Second lmperial Audience I― Iall′ the one situated to

the east′ remains of a large―scale embedded Pillar building were discovered in the

strata below the foundation Platform.From the 1980s′ excavation of the〃 Second

State I―Ians comPOund〃 procceded′ and it became clear that for an six buildings

in the eastern half of the precinct′ the sttata beneath the foundation platforms had

embedded―Pillar buildings of nearly the same scale as the overlying State I― Ialls

buildings.In other words′ the central and eastern State l■ ans CompOunds existed

in Parallel from the start of the Nara period′ and as the previous exPlanation of a

change from a〃 arst″ to a″ second″ comPOund Was not approPriateァ the labels were

subsequendy changed tO″ central State IIans ComPound〃 and″ eastern State l■ alls

COmPOund.〃

The Second lmperial Audience l■ allノ WhiCh occupies the position of lnain hall

in the State IIalls ComPOund of the upper strata in the eastern sector′ is regarded

as having been newly built d■ ring the Tenpy5 ShohO era(749-7571′ after the retu..1

of the capital to Nara in 745。 The view that the embedded― Pillar building in the

strata below the Second lmperial Audience Han was the Daianden is thought mOst

PlauSible′ and itis regarded as having been planned and built along with the State

Halls Compound of the eastern sector′ s lower strata to its soutltt and the lmpettal

DoHlicile to its north′ at the start of the construction of the Nara Palace.The

lmperial Domicile was maintained throughOut the Nara period at the same sPOt/

with revisions in the layout of buildings within the precinct dividing brOadly into

six phases.In conttast after the return of the caPital tO Nara/in the precinct where

the First lmperial Audience l■ all had stood a group of embedded― Pillar buildings′

inferred to consist of about 27 items including the largest one in the Palace site

having Pillars within the core′ was built with Precisely laid syHIInetry.

According to documentary materials of the Nara period′ as names related to the

residences of the emperor/the three principal consorts′ and the crown prince that

were rnaintained within the precincts of the Nara Palace′ there are Dairi′ Chigi′

chignin/Toin/Tδ gu′ Saigi′ and so fortl彰 and debate regarding the deternlination

of tilnes and PlaceS fOr the existence of each has been conducted repeatedly

froln the past.Discussion of this toPic has develoPed based on the latest results

of archaeological investigations not only at the Nara Capital′ but at every rOyal

PalaCe and capital city of ancient tilnes′ and various newY facts and Perspectives

have been presented.In the current volume as well′ based on new results from
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excavations of the lmperial Audience lttan ComPound C10iSter and environsァ which

have proceeded since the pubLcaion in 1982 of vol.XI of脆亨σたノカカタたた,オε
"じ

力σsЙ

力σたoた夕 (Nara Palace Site Excavation RepOrts)(hereafter H9ヶ 5カうたθえ夕XI)ァ the initial rePort on

the First lmperial Audience I― Iall′ it has been PoSSible to take the above-lnentioned

research on ascertaining the residences to a much decPer leVel.The details are

covered extensively in this volume/s Chapter V′ under Section l″ Ik6 hensen to

chikei fukugen〃 (Changes in features and reconstruction of topography)and Section 2
″
Shiryo kara mita dai ichtti Dalgokuden′ in chiku〃 (The First lmperial Audience Hall

Compound as seen frorn histottc mate� als)/but an Oudine will be given here′ along with

conlknents on tasks for further research and on the overall changes in the central

portion oFthe Nara Palace.

Phase I

Phase l was the time ofthe start of construction ofthe Nara Palace/when the First

IInperial Audience I― Ia■ was raised/which together with the tamped― earth wa■

cloister forrned the First lmperial Audience I― Iall ComPound・ It divides into four

subphases,

Sク b″力況∂ιf-1,W♭冴53.3ナο Rι放′互どア互θ―/15J9,This is assessed as the tilne of construction

of the First lmperial Audience l■ all ComPound,The First stage was completed

around the end of 714/with the erecion of the Firstlmperial Audience Hall(8B7200)′

the south gate(SB7801)′ and the tamPed― earth wall cloister(SC5500ァ SC5600′ SC7820′

SC13400/SC8098).At this tilne′ construcion in the central State I― Ialls Compound

precinct had still not begun/wih the arst ground Preparation houghtto have been

conducted around 715,At the surface of this ground Preparationフ excavations had

been lnade for a north― south fence(SA8410)and fOr laying down a pounded layer

of groundwork(SX9199)′ but both were reburied in an unfinished state.The ditch

SD3765 functioned as a rnain route for drainage.

In this rnanner′ in the several years starting froIIl the rnove to the capital in 710ァ

PalaCe facilities to the north of the central enttance on the Nara Palaceア s southern

side′ the Suzaku(OtOm。 )Gate′ remained in an undeveloped state.It is not possible

to tell l■llnediately whether this was because the urgent reason for the rnove to

the Nara Capital bore no direct relation to these Facilities of the central sector′ or

whether it was because the construction of the set of large― scale Palace Structures

standing on pillar base stones′ begiming with he lmperial Audience Hallァ took a

long period oftime′ butthis remains an importanttask for future analysis.

In the eastern sector at this tilneァ the lmperial Don■icile′ the Daianden/the State

Hans compOund of the lower strata′ and boundary fences surrounding each of
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these were built as embedded― Pillar Structures′ sharing an axis extending north

from Mibu Cate.The eastern sector State I‐ Ians compOund of the lower strata was

COmPleted by 713 or 714 at the latest.The lmperial DoHlicile of this period was the

arst Phase for that structure′ which served as the residence of Empresses Cenlnei

and Censh5.

Sクbp力 ,εθ r-2(R9流 ,9紡 ナθ T9“″ノ512fア15-/40J9,This is the Phase vvhen the State l■ alls

Compound of the central sector was constructed′ and PreParatiOns of the environs

of Saki Pond(SG8190)on the west side of the First lmperial Audience I‐ Iall

COmPOund were begun′ and the East Tower(8B7802)and WeSt TOwer(SB18500)

w、「ere added on the southern side of the compoundア s tamped― earth wall cloister.

From the Reiki(751-717)into the Y5rO(717-724)eras/a second ground Preparation

was conducted at the State l■ alls ComPOund and the boundary fences SA5550A′

SA9201A′ and SA9202 were erected′ but at this phase there were no facilities

for closing off the compound such as a gate.In coniunctiOn with this/the lnain

drainage route was changed to ditch SD3715。 Next′ a third ground preparation was

conducted/and the State lialls SB8400 and SB8550/and a gate(SB9200)On the sOuth

side of the compound were built.In this intervalァ in YOr0 1(717)the centtal sector

State Hals Compound was called Saich6.This was the secOnd Phase of the lmperial

Donlicile′ and as the residence of Emperor Sh5mu for the arst half of his reign′ a

considerably richer comPlement of facilities had been built in comparison with

the first phase.To the west side of the First lmperial Audience l■ all ComPOund′

Saki Pond(SG8190)waS readied around the end of the Yor6 era.The East(SB7802)

and VVest(8B18500)TOWers were subsequendy added to the southern side of the

tamped― earth wall c10ister′ andjudging frOm the date of a ttο たた,■ (wooden document)

recovered fro】 m a pit(SX8411)′ itiS highly ttkely this was around TenPy6 3(731)。

For the East Tower′ a shght discrepancy has been Pointed out for this inferred

date of construction and the age of the eaves tiles of the roof belonging to it′ but

as discussed in Chapter V of this vOlume′ in Section 4″Nokigawara kara nlita dai

ichiii Daigokuden′ in chiku no hensen〃 (Changes OF the First lmperial Audience Han

Compoundi view from the analysis of rooF tiles)′ a Further deepening of analysis is felt

necessary for eaves tiles regarding the quesion of how to assess the ending dates

for the style 6304C aat eaves tile and the 6664K round eaves tile.

The East and VVest Towers were added by tearing down Portions ofthe tamped―

earth wall cloisterア s southern side′ indicating they were not part of the initial

design of the Nara Palace construction.Such a Pair Of lnultistoried buildings/while

differing in terttls of their PositiOnsァ were in existence near the lmperial Audience

Hall Compound of he Fuiiwara Palaceァ and as hey are thoughtto have functioned
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to lnanifest the dignity of ilnperial authority as tall buildings in the central PortiOn

of the palace/then their absence at the start of the Nara Palace/s construction can

only be regarded as somewhat difacult to understand.Perhaps it was a bit of ttial

and error in the division of the uniaed central portion of the Fujiwara Palace into

the central and eastern sectors at Nara.

S,″力α59r_3 rT9η″ノ512uア ど/4θ_745」9,This is the period when Nara temPorarily lost

its function as caPital′ With the repeated relocations to the Kuni Capital′ Naniwa

Palace′ and Shigaraki Palace.The lmperial Audience IIall(SB7200)and the eastern

and westeni sides of its tamped― earth wall cloister(SC5500,SC13400)were removed

to the Kuni Palace/with the lnissing PortiOns of the cloister at Nara closed off with

north一 south running fences(SA3777′ SA13404).The Central State l■ alls Compound

was also provided with temPorary Partition fences(SA550B′ SA12950).

S夕″ 力αSθ 卜4 rT9η pノ51え5カ 2砲ク々

'脆
?θη,げ 形甲戸 S肪力σ5f/45拘 じ,.753JI.In He巧o hokOku

XI it was considered that after the return of the caPital tO Nara in 745/there was

a period in which the First lmperial Audience l■ all area was revitalized′ with the

eastern and western sides ofthe tamped― earth wall cloister rebuilt.At present frOm

re―exanlinations based on the results of subsequent investigations′ it has become

clear that the cloister was not rebuilt and rather that by the irst half of the Tenpy6

Shoh5 era(749-757)fol10Wing the return′ Palace facilities which subsequently

functioned in Phase II were being built in the area formerly occuPied by the First

lmperial Audience Hall′ and it has been judged u■ at from arotAnd TenPy6 Sh6ho 5

(753)the sOuthern Part Of the tamped―earth wall cloister(SC5600/SC7820)′ the SOuth

Cate(SB7801)′ and East and West Towers(SB780為 SB18500)were disllantled.

Phase II

(From around he time of he TenpyO Sh6h6 to he arst year Of he H5kieras tCa.749 to ca,7701.)

This is the period when the area in question functioned as an additional ilnperial

residence′ from the xniddle to the latter Part of the Nara period.Over this tilne

it was frequently called Saigu/and it is allnost certainly the Saigi of Empress

Sh6toku′ s reign in the latter half of this period.Empress Sh5toku died in the

shinden(main hall)Ofthe saigi in Jingo Keiun 4(770).

VVhile it is very likely that a portion of the buildings remained from the l■5ki

through the Erlryaku eras(770-806)′ their marlner of use is not collcretely ttiown.In

the centtal State Halls ComPound to the soudtt the boundary fence was rebuilt as a

tamped― earth wall(SA5550C).

Parallel in tilne with Phase II′ in the eastern sector State Halls Compound the 12



State I■ alls were rebuilt as tile― roOFed structures standing on pillar base stones′ and

caIIle to be called the Datt6kanア in.The Daianden/which had been an embedded―

pillar building/was remade as a tile… roofed building in the same lnanner as the

State l■ alls.This renewal of the building was carried out in the TenPy5 Shoh6 era

(749-757)。 ThiS Was now the Second lmperial Audience IIall.In the precinct of the

IInPerial Dolrucile the cOnstruction of the third PhaSe of structures was conducted.

The large embedded一 pillar tamped― earth vFall Which served as boundary parition

up through the domicileアs second Phase wastaken dOwn/and atamped― earh wall

cloister built in the same POsitiOn.For both the tilne when this area was the First

IInPerial Audience l■ all Compoundァ and for Phase II of that structure′ s Precinct

(namely′ When it was he Saigu residence′ as he hird phase Of he lmperial Dorrucile precinc9′

a double―corridor tamped― earth wall c10ister was used as the boundary partition。

For government officc and PalaCe area boundary Partitions at the Nara Palace′

there were embedded…Pillar fences/tamped― earth wallsァ single―corridor cloistersァ

and double― corridor cloisters/with the latter being suPerior among these as the

highest status boundary Partitiono Subsequently the lmperial Do■ licile precinct

underwent a fourth Phase Of rebuilding by Retired Empress Kokenァ then a fifth

PhaSe When it served as residence of Emperor KOnin who ascended the throne

in]■6ki l(770)/f0110Wed by a sixth Phase as Emperor Kanmu′ s don■ icile′ coniing

thereby to the end of the Nara period.In that sixth phase′ buildings corresPonding

wih sttuctures such as the Shishinden/Jiiiden/and J5neiden/which comprised he

IInPerial Donlicile of the I― Ieian Palace/were present at the Nara Palace for the arst

tilne′ establishing the fraolework for the Heian Palace。

Phase III

(First halと Daid5 4.11(809)to Tench6 2.11(825)。 SecOnd halと frOm Tench6 2.1l hereafter.)The

irst half of this Phase was the tiΠ le of Retired Emperor Heizei′ s Palace(Heizei Saigu)′

but apart from the structure SB7803 which stOOd to the south of the palace′ no

pron■inentfeatures can be ascertained in the State Hans ComPound・

The great lnaiority Of Structures of Phase II are regarded as having continued

their existence aFter the abandonment Of the Nara Palace in coniunction with

the transfer of the capital tO Nagaoka in Enryaku 3(784).In Daid0 4(809)′ the

Heizei Saig&PalaCe将
～
ras built by Retired Emperor IIeizei′ and an attempt was

made to return of the caPital to Nara/but whether up to the tirle just prior to its

construction the structures of Phase II remained or not is a matter that cannot be

deter■lined at presento One reason is that typological research on the recovered

ceranlics′ and especially the work of ascertaining absolute dates′ is not yet uP to the

level of Providing Precise answers to this debate.It remains a task for which further
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research should be undertaken.

In the second half of this Phase′ froln Tench5 2(825)on′ the palace was

maintained by a royal prince who was a son of Retired Emperor I― Ieizei′ but it

cannot be ascertained in detail from documentary sources whether it was achally

used as a residence′ and it hkely became lnore and lnore solely a base for rnanaging

the former Nara Capital estate.

A half century has already passed since the start of progralrmatic and continuous

investigation Of the Nara Palace site through archaeological excavation by the Nara

National Research lnstitute For Cultural Properties.During that tilne′ research

on the central PortiOn of the Nara Palace has been undertaken as a priority′ hnd

acadenlic reports have already been lnade pubLc on the research results for the

precincts of the First lmperial Audience l■ all′ the lmperial Don■icile/and the

Second lmperial Audience]五 all Compound.The current volume has attempted

an exanlination of the entire PrecinCt Of the First lmperial Audience l■ all and its

Compound.VVhile it can be believed that the historical course of this precinct′

which changed its aspect so sttikingly from the first to the second half of he Nara

period′ has been lnade clearer/Hlany tasks still remain.Henceforth′ along with

advancing analysis of results froln research on the central and eastern sector State

Halls CompouFldS′ by promoting the investigation oF areas not yet excavated which

unfold from the periPhery of the central Portion of the palace′ itis necessary pledge

further clar� cation of the history of Nara Palace′ and that of the Nara period itself.

生 Sekino Tadashi′ 打θづ5たノうοノο♭どD,オ,α′″′そ5(COnsiderations on the Nara Capital and the

Greater lmpettal Palace)(TOkyδ  Teikoku Daiga鷺時190ろ .
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