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A Study on Construction and Operation of Hwangnyongsa Temple

Lee Eunseok

Abstracts: King Jinheung originally planned to build a new royal palace in order to highlight his
role as the son of heaven in the new world of powerful royal authority. The construction of the
royal palace was the starting point and center of city planning. The construction followed the
model of capital city plan of China, but later a capital city unique to Silla was built.

We deem King Jinheung’s decision to change from a palace into a temple at the sight of a
yellow dragon was in line with his intention to adopt Buddhism as a state religion and realize the
idea of “the king is the Buddha”. The construction of Hwangnyongsa Temple was an epic event
that revolutionized Silla.

Layout of Three Main Buildings of Temple arranged in a straight line that was nonexistent in
temple architecture in China or Japan at the time is a sufficient indicative of the intention of
King Jinheung. We presume that the Central Main Building of Temple enshrined the
Jangyukjonsang statues(Sixteen-foot Gilt-bronze Buddha statues), while the East Main Building
of Temple was for facilities representing the place of the Crown Prince and the West Main
building of temple was for facilities for the Crown Prince.

However, we estimate this plan was brought to completion during the period of King Jinpyeong.
Presumably, the West Main Building of Temple fulfilled its role as a place to keep the Jade Belt
bestowed by Heaven, which symbolizes the justification of succession of the firstborn and the
reinforcement of royal power after the demise of King Jinji.

The Bunhwangsa Temple was built for Queen Seondeok, but since she was a princess of the
Buddha family, not a prince, that is, the limitation of women, Three Main Buildings of Temple
were arranged in the shape of Chinese character ‘i’ in which the East and West Main Buildings
of Temple were placed one level below from the Central Main Building of Temple. After the end of
Sunggol class(the highest patriciate), such layout of Three Main Buildings of Temple were no
longer constructed in Silla.

Hwangnyongsa Temple representing absolute power of royal authority where the idea of “the
king is the Buddha” was embodied by enshrining the Jangyukjonsang statues in the Central Main
Building of Temple, the Jangyukjonsang clay figure (or Bhaisajyaguru) in the East Main Building
of Temple, and the Jade Belt bestowed by Heaven in the West Main Building of Temple, and the
Nine-tiered Pagoda Wooden as one of the three national treasures of Silla was built in the 645 th

year of Queen Seondoek’s reign proves to be the most important site in the capital city of Silla.

Keywords: Hwangnyongsa, Three Main Buildings of Temple, Jade Belt bestowed by Heaven,

Bunhwangsa, Hwangboksa
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