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A Brief History of Korean Gardens and Its Representatives

Yoshiharu Nakajima and Kazunobu Uchida

Abstracts: There is no academic work published in Japanese that comprehensively describes the
history of gardens in Korea. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to present the historical
development and characteristics of different garden types found in Korea at palaces, detached
palaces, temples, residences and villas, along with the structures of towers, pavilions, and
platforms considered important for viewing the landscape.

During the Three Kingdoms period, square ponds were found in the mountain fortresses of
Goguryeo (Gaoguli) and ruins of the royal palace of Buyeo in Baekje, which also had a pond built
with an island symbolizing the cosmological holy mountain. In the later Unified Silla period, more
cases of ponds were found—such as at Donggung Palace. Gardens in the Goryeo period were
represented in literature, while palace gardens from the Joseon Dynasty still exist—like the
flower-storey garden at Gyeongbokgung Palace. The first western-style garden in Korea, the front
garden of the stone pavilion in the Deoksugung Palace, was constructed in the period of the
Korean Empire.

At Buddhist temples, the remains of ancient square ponds and ponds planted with lotus have
been excavated. In the Goryeo Dynasty, when Buddhism was most prolific, garden ponds were
built. Mountainous areas were favoured in the Joseon Dynasty when the popularity of Buddhism
waned in favour of Taoism. However, these Buddhist temples maintained their local power, and
the remains of these gardens have been handed down from generation to generation. Residential
gardens are known mainly from the Joseon period and, based on the theory of feng shui,
emphasis was placed on the surrounding environment with relatively few associated facilities on
the grounds. Under the Joseon Dynasty scholars, serving as government officials, built villas with
gardens reflecting the ideals of Confucian ethics, feng shui and Taoism. Pavilions became places

for learning, poetry, and exchanges between the literati.

Keywords: Korea, Gardens, Palaces, Villas, Towers, Pavilions, Platforms, Scenery view

424



	369_424



