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Bronze Bowls in Silla:

a Reconnaissance for the Emergence of Sahari Bowls

Naoto Isahaya

Abstracts: This paper investigates bronze bowls excavated from temple sites in Silla to examine
the background of the emergence of Sahari bowls — a binary, high-tin bronze ware originating
from the West. Many Sahari bowls are stored in the Shosoin Repository of Todaiji temple in Nara,
Japan. Although Sahari bowls are thought to be produced in Silla, when that production was
started, or even when and how much were introduced to Japan (Wa), has not been thoroughly
explored. Here, we examine the shapes and material composition of excavated bronze bowls from
Hwangnyong-sa and Sacheonwang-sa temples in Gyeongju, Korea. Results confirm that those
from the seventh century showed a similar chemical compound to Sahari in the Shosoin, which
were heat-treated. Also, by the sixth century at the latest, trinary high-tin bronze wares were
being produced, while binary high-tin bronze wares, the same as Sahari in the Shosoin, were
being produced in the last quarter of the seventh century. In the historical record, the
relationship between Japan and Silla has been negative for a long time. In spite of this, the
author has revealed that bronze bowls from Silla were widely distributed in Japan from the end

of the sixth to eighth centuries.

Keywords: High-tin Bronze, The Hwangnyong-sa Temple, Sahari wares, The Sacheonwang-sa

temple, Silla, Bronze bowls
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