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Review on Early Roof Tiles Outside Ancient Capital City of
Korea and Japan: Focusing on Jungwon region of Korean

Peninsula and Kyushu region of Japan

Moon Okhyun, Yi Insuk, Jang Sungyoon,
Min Kyongsun, Choi Moonjung

Abstracts: This paper examines the development and characteristics of roof tile making in the 6
th and 7th centuries in Jungwon region of the Korean Peninsula and Kyushu area of Japan,
which were located outside the capital cities of Korea and Japan, respectively. In the central area,
flat roof tiles having the production features of those from Goguryeo, Baekje, and Silla are
confirmed along with end roof tiles made similarly to or differently from those used in the capital
city. Various roof tiles were manufactured and supplied according to region and period,
presumably as a result of the fierce competition and territorial expansion between the Three
Kingdoms. Method of roof tile production, supply and demand method, and long-standing
tradition of Three Kingdoms that occupied the remains would have had a complex effect. We may
presume the existence of a production group in central area that manufactured and supplied roof
tiles through their own method while accepting information from the capital city.

Unlike the tile and brick culture of the Kinki region that was developed in standard form with
the introduction of a full-fledged tile making technique from Baekje, the Kyushu region used
different tile manufacturing methods. Various patterns observed in the production of roof tiles in
the Kyushu region are also increasingly confirmed in the roof tile remains recently excavated in
the Korean Peninsula. Roof tiles in the Kyushu region were first manufactured in Suekiyo based
on earthenware manufacturing technique and their relevance to the capital city and other regions
on the Korean Peninsula needs to be further examined in detail.

Studies on roof tiles in Korea and Japan, thus far, have mainly focused on the manufacturing
characteristics, supply and demand, and development process of roof tiles manufactured in capital
cities. This paper examines roof tiles produced in Jungwon region and Kyushu region only while
many different styles of roof tiles are unearthed outside the capital cities. If more information is
collected and detailed analysis is conducted, the regional characteristics and development process

of ancient roof tiles will be understood more comprehensively.

Keywords: Capital city, Jungwon region, Kyushu region, rool tile, tile and brick manufacturing

technique

254



	229_254



